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July 1, 2010

Dear MATCH Supporters:

A great deal has been happening at the MATCH Coalition this year. First, MATCH has received a two year grant from the CT Department of Public Health under the American Recovery and Investment Act to create a statewide public education and awareness campaign regarding the hazards of secondhand smoke, including the benefits of adopting and strengthening smoke-free and anti-tobacco, restrictive advertising policies. This grant will allow us to hire an education coordinator and a grassroots coordinator to better advance the mission of the coalition.

Additionally, MATCH has received a grant from Pfizer to support redevelopment of the MATCH website. Being able to enhance communication with our members, grassroots constituents and the public is critical to moving the tobacco prevention and control agenda. Our new website will incorporate social networking including twitter, facebook and other new technologies.

Currently, the coalition and its partners are working on several legislative campaign plans; comprehensive cessation benefits for Medicaid recipients, clean indoor air and access / marketing. We will continue to strive for the funding of smoking cessation benefits for Medicaid clients, expanded insurance coverage for cessation and prohibiting smoking in all workplaces in Connecticut. MATCH is working with the New England Partnership for Smoking Cessation Policy to implement and/or expand Medicaid smoking cessation benefits in the six New England states. This fall, we will be sponsoring a state summit to engage key partners to secure comprehensive coverage of tobacco use cessation for all Medicaid –covered individuals.

MATCH has also worked closely with the Sustinet Tobacco and Smoking Cessation Task Force in developing a report that will be presented to both the Sustinet Board and the Connecticut legislature.

Our collaboration with traditional and many new partners gave us a strong voice at the legislature this year. We hope to continue to build on that strong collaboration in the coming year with all of you.

Enclosed please find the dues schedule for the coming year. We hope that our members will continue to support MATCH and that many of our new partners will consider becoming members. 

Sincerely,
[image: auto0]Patricia J. Checko, Dr.P.H.
Chairman
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